MERIDA

Tradition and innovation in harmony
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Merida:
What is authentic, and
what is new
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The bright pink of the flowering macuili or Pink Poui tree; the aroma of
the bitter orange; the caress of a cool
evening breeze: every visitor can find
something that will make it special,
something befitting their taste. At the
same time, this city has a well-defined
essence which its guests can easily recognize and will continue to talk about
for months, and which they will not
want to give up.
The city’s roots and its history are visible in its people and its streets: the
heritage of the Mayan, the colonial
past, and the memory of the sisal industry. Meanwhile, you can feel its
vital enthusiasm in every corner; with
every gesture, its people communicate their creativity and their dedication
to finding new modes of co-existence
which are more equitable, more sustainable and more harmonious.
Within this duality, the tourist will discover in Merida the flavour of authenticity, while enjoying the warm attentiveness of qualified people willing to

“Tradition
and style in
harmony.”
innovate in order to provide a better service. Flavours, open spaces,
shows, events: this city will always
find new ways to communicate its
most intimate secrets.
These pages briefly outline the proposal we offer our visitors. They are
merely a foretaste of what you can
experience when you come here,
when you enjoy the city with all
your senses, when your emotions
are touched by its spirit. This is an
experience that will endure throughout the years; so that whenever
you find yourself enjoying a pleasant conversation, you will feel the
need to mention your trip to Merida.
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The flavours
of creativity
Typical products you can
find in Merida:
Edam cheese
Annatto
Caimito or Star apple
Chive
Mamey
Pitahaya or Dragon Fruit
Bitter orange
Huaya or Spanish lime

6

The Yucatecan table bears a
wide variety of products and
traditions. Corn dough, which
was sacred to the Maya,
juicy baked pork, aromatic
bitter orange juice and spices from the Orient, among
many others; all these come
together with the creativity
of Merida’s local cooks to be
transformed into one of the
most exuberant gastronomic
experiences of our times.
Mayan tradition is one of the
ingredients that diners find

Dishes not to be missed:
Lime soup
Queso Relleno
Cochinita
(Baked pork)
Papadzules
(egg tacos with tomato
and pumpkin seed sauce)
Marquesitas
(local crepes)
Caramelized papaya
Caramelized Ziricote

most fascinating. Baked corn is
still a mythic symbol of humanity
itself within traditional cosmology.
Pumpkin seeds, chillies, turkey, honey from stingless melipona bees,
and tomatoes, all prepared in various ways with corn and beans, are
just a sample of the culinary cornucopia that is kept alive every day on
the dining tables of the Yucatecans.
This current of flavours has combined with the products and traditions brought to this land during
Colonial times: pork, citrus, and the
utensils and methods of the Spanish kitchen. Over the years, other

groups have also made their contribution to the melting-pot that is Yucatan’s table: the flavours of Lebanese
and Caribbean cuisine, and in more
recent decades, that of the extremely
diverse international community that
has settled in the City of Merida.
You can taste both history and spirit
in the city’s markets: the food available there provides yet another fulfilling experience. A world of ingredients, fruit, spices and other products,
opens before the visitor at the Lucas
de Galvez market, or at the markets
of Santiago or Santa Ana, with their
local neighbourhood feel.
Not only is this panorama enriched
by historical traditions, but there has
also been a generational boom in
which the creativity of local chefs has
achieved innovative flavours based
on regional roots. Restaurants in
Merida have undertaken changes that go beyond the tables: they
have made commitments with the
producers of local ingredients. For a
few years now, the dishes served at
the best tables in the city have contained ingredients cultivated in the
vicinity of the city. In this way, the
value chain benefits those who work
to produce foodstuffs in Merida and
surrounding communities.

Main gastronomic
events:
The Flavour Festival

Merida Sibarita Club
Merida Restaurant Week

7

24
08

The flavours
of nights
Getting
to Merida,
in Merida
getting
around Merida
Merida
night10offers
a wide
range
Thereatare
airlines
which
ofprovide
choices. direct
If you are
looking
for
bars,
flights from Meyou
will
find
all
kinds
of
atmosphere
rida International Airport to 13
and
décor, from
elegant to
national
and the
4 most
international
the
free-and-easy
styles
of
modern
destinations.
fashion. There are specialities: wine
bars, beer bars and mescal bars; international cocktail bars, traditional

Airlines you can take
to Merida:
Go on a new adventure
Aeromexico
every
night:
Aeromexico Connect

Monday: Yucatecan “Vaqueria”
Volaris
festival
Interjet
Tuesday:
Westjet Musical Memories
Wednesday:
“Dialogues with a
Magnicharters
Conquistador”,
Viva Aerobus video mapping
Wednesday:
Visit to the Cemetery
Mayair
Thursday:
Serenade in Santa
TAR
Lucia
Park Airlines
American

cantinas, German beerhouses
and Irish
Destinations
with direct
pubs, to mention but a few. Nightlife in
connection
tobeing
Merida:
the city, apart from
safe, provides

Mexico
City
the chance
to cement close friendships
and create new ones.
Guadalajara
Shows are varied and everywhere. The
Monterrey
billboards are packed with possibiliTijuana
ties for those who enjoy theatre, music
Chihuahua
or dance. Some seek a traditional savour, and attend the long-established
Oaxaca
Yucatecan theatre, with its renowned
Hermosillo
comics, or they enjoy the many perCancun
formances of regional dance. Others,
who prefer something more modern,
Leon
can findGutierrez
dazzling avant-garde shows.
Tuxtla
Dining, dancing, listening to music;
Veracruz
every night the visitor to the city can
Villahermosa
find something to her taste.
The streets of the city centre provide
Queretaro
the chance to stroll past the panoply of
Houston
restaurants, bars, cafés and cantinas,
Havana
each with its distinct ambience and
rhythm. For sybarites, 47th Street has
Miami
become a gastronomic corridor where
Toronto

Friday:
United“Sacred
Airlines Stones”, video
dining is transformed into an exquisite
mapping
and memorable experience.
Merida is a
young
city, the
withMayan
70% of the population under 45 years of age.
Saturday:
Pok
ta Pok,
In other parts of the city there are also
It has many of the advantages of a small city, while at the same time
attractive options, for example in the
ball game
boasting a complete range of infrastructure and communication facilities.
north, where you can find bars, resSaturday:
Mexican
Nightwell-connected
This is one
of the most
citiesand
in the
country.
There
arefun
taurants
cantinas,
places
both
safe
and
comfortable
routes
here,
whether
by
road,
or
through
the
Merida
Sunday:
Merida
on
Sundays
and
824
and sophisticated for dancing, dining
International Airport.
or just having a drink.
the
Bike route

Moreover, Merida has ample infrastructure for
Moreover,
its guests:Merida has ample infrastructure for
its
guests:
8 931
hotel rooms
8 931 hotel rooms
6 733 restaurants
6 733 restaurants
17 museums
17 museums
43 car rental agencies
43 car rental agencies
42 coach routes to destinations throughout the country.
42 coach routes to destinations throughout the country.
The principal coach routes also offer a premium class service.
The principal coach routes also offer a premium class service.
2 460 taxis in operation.
2 460 taxis in operation.
Transportation Network services available via cell phone.
Transportation Network services available via cell phone.
14 consulates
consulates in
inMerida.
Merida.
14
Port
Progreso:
36
km(22
(22miles)
miles)from
fromMerida
Merida
Port Progreso: 36 km
443
233
cruise
ship
passengers
in
2018
443 233 cruise ship passengers in 2018

Up to August, 2019
Up to August, 2019
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Merida: The live
essence of a city
The visitor to Merida will experience a
feast for the senses: landscapes, music, flavours, first class services and
modern installations. However, this is
just the first layer of a far more fascinating experience. This city not only
enchants the eye and ear, but it also
captivates the deepest emotions of
those who walk its streets.
Among the parks, avenues, stores and
architectural gems -landmarks for the
tourist- there arises a daily wealth of
opportunities for immersion and personal enrichment for tourists. Tradition and
innovation leap out on every side: colonial buildings, modern art installations,

Where would you like to
stay in Merida?
Luxury hotels
2 to 5-star hotels
Hostels and Airbnb
Boutique hotels
Hacienda hotels
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avant-garde dance, regional theatre,
and the powerful presence of the contemporary Mayan essence. The multicultural spectrum of this city is an open
invitation to experience a whirlwind of
emotions within, where visitors will find
rewards beyond their expectations.
Like other medium-sized cities in the
country, Merida has grown rapidly in
recent decades. However, its maturity
has been distinguished by one important aspect: it has become the safest
city in Mexico. This is a virtue that
stems from the fine fabric of which
interpersonal relations are woven; a
more humane way to be a city.

The Historic
Downtown of Merida,
at 8.8 km2 (3.4 square
miles), is the second
largest in Mexico.
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A city for the senses
and emotions

Main cultural events:
12

-Merida Fest, in January.
-International Yucatan Reading Festival, in March.
-The Noche Blanca, twice a year.
-Tunich, Handicraft Fair.

“Always something to do”, in
Merida, everyday there is something new. Music, shows, exhibitions, festivals, conferences,
courses and workshops. Here,
every week overflows with creativity, there are always people
with something important to say,
or something to show. Merida is
non-stop creativity.
The Mayan element is present in
every detail of the city’s culture;
over a hundred thousand Mayan
speakers live here, and almost
a third of the city’s inhabitants
identify as Mayan. It is not only
a question of the exhibitions,
museums and portraits you can
come across: these roots can be
found in everyday celebrations,
and even in theatre and contemporary dance.
The visitor will find a symphony
of components; along with the
age-old indigenous tradition,
the other cultural elements of
the city are on display. Historical
presences add to the mix, like the
colonial legacy, the contributions
of Mexicans from other states
who have settled here, and the
imprints left by the arrival of
Lebanese, Chinese and Korean
immigrants about a century ago.
In recent times they have been
joined by Americans, Cubans,
Canadians, and natives of many
other countries.

This fusion springs from the cultural roots, coloured with the
tones that each generation, from
its particular point of view, gives
to it. So, the cultural calendar often offers the chance to hear typical regional music in Merida, or to
attend the “Vaqueria” festival on
Mondays outside the City Hall. At
the same time, there is the option
of enjoying a weekly concert by
the renowned Yucatan Symphony
Orchestra. And if that were not
enough, there is no shortage of
events in which Yucatecan musicians play a wide variety of contemporary musical genres, not
to mention the artists from other
states or other countries who perform in Merida’s arenas.
The calendar of events is full
of attractions, but becomes
even more packed during festivals such as the Noche Blancas (white nights): two evenings
each year when cultural venues
put on an impressive program of
shows and events for locals and
visitors alike.

More than 50,000
people attended the
Noche Blanca,
in May, 2019
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A hub for excursions:

haciendas, archaeological sites,
ecotourism
Cenotes you should visit:

Xlacah in Dzibilchaltun, X’batun and Dzombakal in San Antonio Mulix,
The cenotes at Cuzama, The cenotes at Homun, The San Ignacio cenote, Kankirixche and Yaal Utsil in Abala.
Merida is close to many exciting vacation
spots. Sumptuous and stately haciendas,
archaeological sites, and surprising natural scenery; like a treasure chest of adventures and stories open to visitors.
One of the most important eras in local
history was the heyday of the haciendas.
In the 19th century, some Yucatecan entrepreneurs found success in integrating
agricultural plantations with basic industrial processes, such as the production
of alcohol or sugar. Around the middle
of the century, sisal cultivation, and the
shredding machine were introduced,
detonating the economic boom of an extremely profitable industry.
The sisal rope trade was an international business, especially because of its
application in agricultural machinery in
the United States, where it was used to
tie bales of straw. Thanks to this business, which spread to the world’s great
ports, some haciendas expanded until
covered thousands of hectares. At
14 they
the same time, their owners, newly rich,

indulged their palatial aspirations in
the main buildings of their plantations.
Soon the fields of Yucatan were sprouting colonnades that evoked European
summer villas, as well as sumptuous
corridors, impressive façades and spacious, luxurious rooms.
A few decades later, the sisal industry
lost impetus, but many of these haciendas have not only preserved their
décor into the 21st century, but have
also become one of the tourists’ preferred destinations; not only do they
boast splendid restoration work, but
in some cases also function as hotels
with a whole range of amenities.
Merida can also be a base for visiting the most imposing ancient Mayan cities in the Peninsula: Uxmal,
Chichen Itza, Ek Balam and Mayapan, to name but a few.
A mere 16 km (10 miles) from Merida is
the archaeological site of Dzibilchaltun,
an important city founded by the Mayans around 500 BCE, and continuously

inhabited until the arrival of the Spanish. Outstanding among its buildings is
the Temple of the Seven Dolls; a building
both sober and imposing, standing at
the far eastern end of the complex.
Another of the attractions on the outskirts of the city is nature. Near the ruins is the Dzibilchaltun National Park,
where, in addition to hiking, it is possible
to visit the Xlacah cenote. Cenotes are
underground pools opened by subterranean watercourses, where you can
swim and cool off.
The Cuxtal nature reserve is an excellent
choice for ecotourism. It is home to local
fauna such as the white-tailed deer, the
armadillo and the coati, as well as being
an important stopping-off point for migratory birds such as indigo and painted buntings, and mockingbirds. Besides,
Cuxtal is a successful example of a tourist complex where the local population
is creatively involved in the development
of the area, and benefits continuously
from the influx of visitors.

Haciendas near Merida:
Teya, Xcanatun, Temozon, Tekit
de Regil, Chichi Suarez.

Merida can be a home
base for visiting the
most imposing ancient
Mayan cities in the
Peninsula:
Uxmal, Chichen Itza, Ek
Balam and Mayapan.
Handcrafts to look for
in Merida:

Gold filigree, Traditional dresses and other embroidered
garments, Hammocks.
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Meet,
Meet, work...
work...
and
and enjoy
enjoy Merida
Merida
Conversation
presentations,conconConversationabout
aboutevents
eventsin
in Merida
Merida -- congresses,
congresses, presentations,
ventions
seems
unending.
Scarcely
have
attendees
returned
to
their
ventions - seems unending. Scarcely have attendees returned to their
companies
the need
need to
todiscuss
discussthem
them
companiesand
andorganizations,
organizations, than
than they
they feel
feel the
with
continue to
to chat
chatabout
aboutthe
the
withcolleagues;
colleagues;weeks
weekspass,
pass, and
and still
still they continue
experience
or later
later they
theyare
areforced
forcedtoto
experienceand
andthe
thedetails
detailsof
ofthe
the city.
city. Sooner or
admit
it:it:they
admit
theywant
wanttotogo
goback.
back.
There
area agood
goodnumber
numberof
ofnational
national and
and international
international organizations
There
are
organizationsthat
that
have
Meridaasasan
anobligatory
obligatoryport
port of
of call,
call, and every
have
Merida
every few
fewyears
yearsthey
theycome
come
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back to organize their meetings
to organize
orback
congresses
here.their
The meetings
city’s voor
congresses
here.
vocation for meetings The
-forcity’s
conneccation for meetings -for connection and understanding- is made
tion and understanding- is made
clear once and again.
clear once and again.
Firstly, Merida offers all kinds of
Firstly, Merida offers all kinds of
options:
events,
options: for
for wide-ranging
wide-ranging events,
exclusive
meetings,
demanding
exclusive meetings, demanding
speakers
congressspeakers or
or specialized
specialized congresses.
To
start
with,
it
has
both the
the
es. To start with, it has both
Siglo
XXI
Convention
Centre
and
Siglo XXI Convention Centre and
the
the new
new Yucatan
Yucatan International
International
Convention
in
Convention Centre,
Centre, inaugurated
inaugurated in
2018.
possible
2018.In
Inaddition,
addition, it
it is also possible
totoorganize
one of
of the
the
organize activities
activities in one
city’s modern
modern hotels,
hotels, especially
especially in
city’s
in
thecentral
central“Convention
“Convention District”.
the
District”.
Themain
mainappeal
appeal is
is the city itself:
The
itself:full
full
of
excitement
yet
at
the
same
time
of excitement yet at the same time
thesafest
safest in
in the
the country.
country. Gastronthe
Gastronomy,
the
seduction
of the
omy, the seduction of
the nearby
nearby
beach, natural
natural attractions,
attractions, cultural
beach,
cultural

and recreational activities all year
and
recreational
all year
round,
and its activities
famed sidewalks,
round,
and
its
famed
sidewalks,
with unforgettable strolls included.
with unforgettable strolls included.
It is worth mentioning that Merida
It is worth mentioning that Merida
is an obvious solution for organizis an obvious solution for organizers: the city has a plethora of funcers: the city has a plethora of functional and
andmodern
moderninfrastructure,
infrastructure,
tional
such
as
the
more
than
eight
thousuch as the more than eight
thousand
nine
hundred
hotel
rooms,
sand nine hundred hotel rooms,
aswell
wellas
assuppliers
suppliersofofproven
proven
as
ex-experience
in
every
area
of
event
perience in every area of event or-organization.Professionals
Professionalsfrom
from
ganization.
allall
over the
thecountry
countryknow
knowthat
thathere
here
over
theycan
canfind
findthe
thehighest
highest
quality
they
quality
in in
eventorganization
organizationservices.
services.
event
Do
guests
Doyou
youhave
havevery
veryspecial
special
guests
or
the
soluorcelebrities?
celebrities?Merida
Meridais is
the
solution.
tion. On
On several
severaloccasions
occasionsCity
City
Hall
has
facilitated
the
celebraHall has facilitated the celebration
tion ofof galas,
galas, receptions
receptionsand
and
ceremonies
in
prominent
ceremonies in prominentpublic
public
spaces
spacesaround
aroundthe
thecity.
city.

Outstanding events
events
Outstanding
in Merida:
in Merida:

Yucatan
YucatanInternational
International
Convention Center:
Convention Center:

- October 2013: XXI International
- October 2013: XXI International
Safe Communities Conference.
Safe Communities Conference.
- April 2014: VI Summit of the
- April 2014: VI Summit of the
Association of Caribbean States.
Association
Caribbean
States.
- Septemberof2019
(coming
- soon):
September
2019
(coming
XVII World Summit of
soon):
XVII
World
Summit
Nobel Peace
Laureates
. of
Nobel
Laureates
.
- 2020Peace
(coming
soon): Mexico
- Tourism
2020 (coming
soon):
Mexico
Fair.
Tourism Fair.

- 28 rooms.
- 28 rooms.
- 50 000 m2 of floorspace.
- 50 000 m2 of floorspace.
- Capacity for 10 000 people.
- Capacity for 10 000 people.
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Treat and take care of
yourself in Merida

Main medical
institutions:

-Las Americas Medical Centre
(affiliated with the Mercy Hospital in Miami, Florida)
-Merida Clinic
-Star Medica Hospital
-Regional High Specialization
Hospital
-Medical Specialization Centre

18

Merida is home for
two hospitals with
the Joint Comission
acreditation.

Far from bustle and stress, closer to oneself. There are few places in the world that understand
a deep sense of well-being as
clearly as Merida does. The city
has been a magnet for many
people who have found a life
balance, where health, emotional clarity and a sense of fulfilment reach their epitome.
On the one hand, the visitor is
greeted by exceptional installations, both in haciendas and spa

hotels, and in integrated wellness centres. On the other hand,
he has access to services of the
highest quality, with specialized
and experienced personnel.
There are many wellness activities for the visitor to enjoy:
- Traditional and alternative
centres.
- Yoga sessions
- Various fitness systems, such
as Pilates.
- Several restaurants with healthy
options, as well as vegetarian
and vegan food.
- Spas.
Moreover, many people have chosen Merida as a place to receive
specialized medical treatment.
Some come from Florida and Texas, others from elsewhere in Mexico; others have come from various parts of The United States
and Canada to receive long-term
treatments, and have become
temporary residents of the city.
Areas such as dentistry, rehabilitation, orthopaedics, oncology
and aesthetic surgery are particularly important. These visitors
find competitive costs, receive
personal medical attention with
a high level of preparation, and
in English, as well as all the other
advantages this city has to offer.
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The city that
loves lovers
Getting married in Merida will
always be special and memorable. The locations, the flavours,
the quality of service; in all, every
instant and every detail of a wedding in the city is both fitting and
extraordinary.
The locations available in the city
and its surroundings are a key ingredient in the perfect ceremony.
In the impressive hacienda hotels,
the gardens, fountains, elegant
façades, arches, high-ceilinged
rooms, every corner breathes elegance, warmth and joy.

Of course, the food goes without
saying. Not only because Merida
is part of any conversation about
food, but also because experience and quality of service in events
are distinguishing features of any
event held here.
On the other hand Merida is an essential romantic destination. Couples
can enjoy romantic musical evenings,
good food, and the quiet corners of
the city. They arrive hand in hand,
and drag their feet when leaving,
bewitched by the evening strolls under the caress of a cool breeze.

Besides touring the city, there are other intimate
options for romantics:
- Take photos in the gardens of a hacienda.
- Visit a private cenote together.
- A couples massage session.

20 - An evening beneath the stars on the verandah of a hacienda.
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Practicing sports
in Merida

22

Sports venues in Merida overflow with activity every day.
The playing fields are filled
with people of all ages playing football, baseball and
basketball, as are the installations for athletics or swimming. Every morning, the wide
sidewalks are converted into
jogging tracks. Visitors who
spend a few weeks in the city
have various sporting options
for sharing this fundamental
part of the local inhabitants’
identity.
There are athletes from other
cities and countries who are
sure not to miss annual events
such as the City Marathon, the
Merida Triathlon or the Merida
Half-Marathon. The venues for
playing tennis and golf, or for
equestrian sports, are wellknown among enthusiasts.
Baseball is the sport closest
to the heart of the Yucatecans,
and every game is a crowded, convivial family affair,

whether it is the Yucatan Lions playing in the Mexican
Baseball League, the teams
of the Merida League, or
even one of the many amateur, youth or little leagues
that abound in the city.

Merida’s main races:

- Merida City Marathon in
January
- Merida Triathlon in February
- Merida Half-Marathon in
November

23
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The flavours of nights
in Merida
Merida at night offers a wide range
of choices. If you are looking for bars,
you will find all kinds of atmosphere
and décor, from the most elegant to
the free-and-easy styles of modern
fashion. There are specialities: wine
bars, beer bars and mescal bars; international cocktail bars, traditional

Go on a new adventure
every night:

Monday: Yucatecan “Vaqueria”
festival
Tuesday: Musical Memories
Wednesday: “Dialogues with a
Conquistador”, video mapping
Wednesday: Visit to the Cemetery
Thursday: Serenade in Santa
Lucia Park
Friday: “Sacred Stones”, video
mapping
Saturday: Pok ta Pok, the Mayan
ball game
Saturday: Mexican Night
Sunday: Merida on Sundays and
24
the Bike route

cantinas, German beerhouses and Irish
pubs, to mention but a few. Nightlife in
the city, apart from being safe, provides
the chance to cement close friendships
and create new ones.
Shows are varied and everywhere. The
billboards are packed with possibilities for those who enjoy theatre, music
or dance. Some seek a traditional savour, and attend the long-established
Yucatecan theatre, with its renowned
comics, or they enjoy the many performances of regional dance. Others,
who prefer something more modern,
can find dazzling avant-garde shows.
Dining, dancing, listening to music;
every night the visitor to the city can
find something to her taste.
The streets of the city centre provide
the chance to stroll past the panoply of
restaurants, bars, cafés and cantinas,
each with its distinct ambience and
rhythm. For sybarites, 47th Street has
become a gastronomic corridor where
dining is transformed into an exquisite
and memorable experience.
In other parts of the city there are also
attractive options, for example in the
north, where you can find bars, restaurants and cantinas, places both fun
and sophisticated for dancing, dining
or just having a drink.

25
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The heart of
this city

Meeting in front of Merida
Cathedral is a local custom. This church, over 450
years old, is still a major
landmark for the citizens
of Merida. It is the oldest
cathedral in Mexico, and
indeed on mainland America. To build its thick, lofty
walls, stones were taken
from the ruined buildings
of the ancient Mayan city
of T’Ho.
In front spreads the Main
Square, the very centre
of the city. Its tree-lined
walks provide shade for the
26strollers who perambulate
and congregate in large

numbers at all hours. On the
north side of the Main Square is
the Yucatan State Government
Palace, with its mural paintings
by Fernando Castro Pacheco.
On the side opposite the Cathedral is the Merida Olimpo Cultural Centre, a venue with one
of the most enticing cultural
programs in the city. Here you
can enjoy films, theatre, dance
and music, visit exhibitions or
attend lectures. Next door is

the City Hall, an 18th century
building with a rhythmic, harmonious façade.
On the south side of the Square
is the Montejo House, the family
residence built by the conquistador Francisco de Montejo, his son,
and his nephew in the mid-16th
century, still one of the most outstanding buildings in the centre
of Merida. On the east side, next
to the Cathedral, is the Fernando
Garcia Ponce-MACAY Museum;
this is the venue which hosts the
major exhibitions of modern and
contemporary art in the city.
A visit to the city centre can
conclude two blocks away, in
the Santa Lucia Park. This is a
square where some of the finest restaurants, the shade of the
trees and the taste of Merida
combine perfectly.

Places you should not
miss downtown:

Main Square
Merida’s Cathedral
Yucatan State Government
Palace
Merida Olimpo Cultural Centre
Merida City Hall
Montejo House
Fernando Garcia Ponce-MACAY Museum
Revolution Alley
Jose Peon Contreras Theatre
Santa Lucia Park
27
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The deeper value of
visiting Merida
Creativity and innovation
are in the foreground of
every area of tourist activity
In Merida, tourism is a multi-directional activity. More than just a destination, Merida is a 360° experience in which a vocation for responsibility and sustainability combines with elements to satisfy the demanding
tourist. It is not that the tourist “passes through” the city, but rather that
his visit forms part of a sustainable system that is fair to all the participants and responsible towards the environment.
The value chain connected with each activity - a night in a hotel, entrance
to a show, a breakfast - is an opportunity to offer fair remuneration to each
participant. This includes the businesses, but also those using the service,
personnel, local producers and the population in contact with tourists. Within Merida tourism, there is a commitment to a circular economy, in which
all participants contribute and receive in a fair and sustainable proportion.
In Merida, tourists can expect services of the highest quality, while
at the same time local participants are considered as suppliers to the
industry and remunerated fairly. In this way the sector promotes the
growth of an extensive value chain.
Another important aspect that the tourism sector takes into account is
responsibility for the environment: the main participants take concrete
measures to reduce both their carbon footprints and their impact on
the environment.
The mission of socially responsible tourism is more than an intention
28of public policy. It includes the contribution of the local population, the
attitude of our visitors, and commitment from businesses.
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Merida is...

“City of Peace” (2011)

“Distinguished member of the top 100 cities of peace” (2011)

“American Capital of Culture” (2000 y 2017)

“Safe Community” (2015)

“One of the top three best cities in Mexico to live in and with
great options to invest and do
business” (2011, 2013 y 2016)
“A city of examples not only for its peace and
its community life, but for that engagement
and alliance of the citizens with its institutions”

“Top livable cities in Mexico” (2016)

“Award for Good Local Practices
with a Gender approach” (2018)
“Merida’s in the top 10 cities in Mexico to live in after retirement”

1968 visit of the prince Rainiero of Monaco

1993 Visit of Pope Juan Pablo II

2007 Visit of George W. Bush

2019 Nobel Peace Prize Summit
30

2020 Mexico Tourism Fair
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